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Introduction

Sdear Hoover reporked to the Nison White Flouse in 1972 about

“Cuarveillance of John Lennon, he began by explaining that Lennon was a “for-
RIS s I ol

f the Beatles singing group.” Apparently Hoover wanted to show that al-
b

L s o rock fan, at least he knew who Lennon was. When g copyv of s letter
Ll s :

i orespornse to 1941 Freedom of Information Act (FOLA request, the entire

{ 1

e withiheld, as were almost 200 ather pages, on the grounds that releasing it would

he national securitv, That seemed unlikelv, So, with the help of the Amencan

erfies Union (ACELD of Southern California, | fled a lawsuit under the FOIA

the court to order the release of the withheld pages. Fourteen vears Jater,

case went to the Supreme Court, the FBI finally agreed to settle almost all the

setanding issues of the case, to release all but ten of the documents, and to pay $204,000

o ACLU for court costs and attornes fees. The most significant 100 pages of the

:

Connon fle are reproduced mr this volame

1 les document an era when rock music seered to have real political

o when vouth culture, for perhaps the first fime in American history, was mounting

enge o the status quo in Washington, when President Nivan responded by

fizing the FBI and the lmmigration and Naturalization Service (INS o sitence the

k

an from England who was singing “Give Peace a Chance” at hus first live concert in the

ited States since 1966, Lenmnon’s file dates from 1971, a vear when the war in Vietnam

s killing hundreds of thousands, when Nixon was facing reelection, and when the “clever

catle” was hving i New York and joining up with the antivar movement. The Nixon




intreduction

Adiniistration learned that he and sone radical fnends were falkine about o

national concerttourtoc oincide with the 19 leetion canpiign.atou

Bine rock music and radical politics, during whic b Lennonwonid

register to vote, and vole against the war, which meant, of course, against Nison
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introduction

ment secrecy, America has led the world. In 1966 Congress passed the FOIA, which re-

quires that officials make public the mformation in then files to “any person” who re-

quests i, unless it falls into a small number of exempted L:zitcgm’icx, including "national

security.” The Act was substantially expanded im 1974 in the wake of revelations of Whitc

House abuse of power during the Watergate scandal. The FOIA effect, created o no-
table challenge to the history of government secrecy; pm\'gdcd a set of rules and pro-

Is and offices dedicated not to the collection and maintenance of seerets

cedures, offic

but rather to their release to the public. Joumalists, scholars. and activists have

government agencics and expose official miscondnet

FOIA to scrutinize the operations of

il otherwise

Iving, including the FBIs ille gxl forts to harass. i
interfere with awful political actions. The John Lenmon FBI files provide an example
Before considering that history, it's important to acknowledge that the FOIA mma
respects has been a spectacular suceess, as Americans lave demonstrated an impressive
ics received

appelite for government information. In 1990, for example. fec

$91.000 FOIA requests and spent $83 million responding to them Fhe Defonse Do

partment received the most, 118,000 requests, whnle the FBI
CIA, 4000, The FOIA further requires that agencies report the extent of their denals of

sts: the agency with the highest denial vate 1y 1999, strange elv enongh. was the

st e
Office of Fithues, \\‘Ixich refused to release 75 percent of requested documents. T contras
the Department of Health and Human Services denied only 2 percent of the requests ot
coccived. The staffat the FBIs Freedom of Information Section processing FOlA requests

{agents and 245 support eruplovees, 65 of whom work o nationab seeu

consists of ¢

tity declassification. In 1990, 421 000 previoushy classified pageswere released; requesters

uments: 263 requests thal

fled 993 admiistrative appeals of decisions to withhold de

had been denied were in litigation

The most fundamental just ifuat ion for governments il seoree visna onal see

¢ FOIA exempts from disclosure any material “which reasonably conld be expected to

cause damage to the national security.”” What constitutes a “reasonable expectation” 1

obviously the issue. Because of the 1<)mg—s£;mdm§; belief in the legitimacy of keeping s¢

eret diplomatic and military information, the claim that releasing any p

national scc nnt\' has been

ment could reasonably be expected to dan

CHow (&T(gl‘iklz‘

refute, which opens the FOIA to abuse by ofhicials with something to hide

“ 1
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forts to “destroy our free and democratic system” at a time when thewr “preferred tech-
ique is to subvert by infiltration and intimidation,” as the government explaimed in 1950
1 the policy statement “NSC 68, Cold War presidents sc etly authonzed the FBE o
monitor radical activists, who included not just po?mii&i spies or saboteurs but “writers,
lecturers. newsmen, entertainers, and others in the niss wedia field” who “might
influence others against the national interest,” as the Senate’s Church Committee ex-
plained after Watergate®
But the federal government began spying on Americans long before the Cold War, as

Danie! Patrick Moynihan observes in his book Secrecy. Most of the structure of s

TeCy

now it place, he es, has its origin in the World War I Bspionage s Act, passed into law

i 1917 at the arging of President Woodrow Wilson. The forme Mm,mwz‘ history pro-
s

fessor declared in bis 1915 State of the Union message that recent inugrants had “pourcd

he poison of distovalty 1 Le very arteries of our national hife,” and he urged Congress
the poison of dislovalty into i y art f tionat lif I il
to “save the honor and self respect of the nation, Such creatures of passion, dislovalty, and
anarchy wiust be crushed out” Congress responded with the iixptmmgc Actand, in 1915,
the Sedition Act which made it a ¢rime to “utter, print, wiite, o1 publish any distoval,
i i ; A
i

nrofane, scurrilous, o abusive language about the forn of govermmne

ted

1ol the L

States " Tt alse made it a erime to “advocate any cuttatlment of production fin this coune

try of any thing . the war

i fact the first

necessary or essential to the prosecubion «
FBI files on people suspected of dis slovalty date front hetore World War

| The bureau was created in 1908 it opened 4 fle on ¥z Pound in 1917, alies e pub-

i

lished i the frst issue of The Masses, a socialist magazine. It ope ned a file on Max Fast-
wian in 1912 on the grounds that he was editor of The Masses and “a true believer in free
love” I opened # file on Walter Lippmann the ¢ that the recent Harvard
Herbert Mitgang and Na-

of the countns teading

sme vear, notin

graduate was sceretary o the socialist mayor of Schenectady

ralie Robins have shown that the FBI kept files on at Jeast 150

writers. from Sinclair Lewis to William Faulkner to Ernest Hemingway to Norian X’mihra'
and James Baldwin. Thus the insatiable appetite of Hoover’s VB for derogatory gossip
and malicious trivia, evident in the Lennon file, was nothing new. But unlike other wril-

1s and artists the FBI watched, Lennon wasn't persecuted simply because of what he

thought or wrote. 'l he Nixon administration was after him because of what he die} - and

what he planned to do.

[es}
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Freadom Relly, University of Hichigan,
Ann Arbor, Hichigan, December 10, 1871,
Sponsored by Committes to Free

John Sinclair

, Source five sdvised December 13, 1971, rally
‘ was attended by an estimasted 15,000 persons eand terminated
in the early morning hours of December 11, 1971, without
any incidents. Bource advised 10 off-duty Aan Arbor
police officers patroled the eree near the rally hall, Source
advised the gervices of the off-duty police officers were

Source advised police officers patroled

only on the outgide of the relly hall and were not permitted

to enter rally

Scurce advised the entirs portion of the rally

hall was patroled by so-callied wep Rangers, alwo known as
The Psychedelic Rangere.

Source six advieed December 13, 1971, University

. of Michigan facilities for captioned rally were obtsined by
unknown persons on or sbout November 30, 1971,
$4,000.00, which was paid for in cash and in advance. Source
advised approximately five well known rock bands and/or singers
performed at the rally, including John Lennon and wife Yoko
Ono. Lennon formerly with group known as the Boatles.
advised Lennon pricr to rally composed the following song
entitled, “John Binclair®, which song Lennon sang at the
rally. Bource sdvised thi song wes composed by Lennon
especially for this events

Source

e Sh [y

4 page 3,
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THE CIA "CHADS” MEMO  The OLA released this teletvpe dated Febroam: %,

1972 (1CIA3) The heading has been withheld exceptiorthe word “NHICHAOS”

MHECHAOS was a secret. iegal CIA program of sunillance of domestic po-

litical dissent, a violation of the CIA charter, The progran was lannched iy Ane

gust 1967 under Direetor Richard Helms, The ClA sent Operation CHAON

domestie mtelligence reports o political dissent st 16 Prosidend Jolnson

later to Nixon, as well as to Henry Kissingerand Johs Dean conmsel o the o

Unider Nixon, the CHAOS progrant was expandod o vt agents, whe,

according to Angus MacKenzie, “became the Nixor adnmistration's Privny

sonree of

CIA Operation CHAOS was revealed i 1976 be Congresswonan Belly
Abzug’s House Subcommitice on Government Information and tudividoal
Rights The CIA director at the thue was George Bish, who conceded i con
grossional testimony that “the operation m practice resubied i ome impropes
accundation of material on legitimate domestic activitios”

Kathetne M. Stricker, Information Review ¢ Mheer for the Divectorate of ¢ p
cuitions of the CIA, answered questions about s dociment mnder oath i o
deposition condueted by Mark Rosenbaum of the ACHLUL 1 asked, Do vou

have any information that Mr. Lenmon had IV COBNCCHONS wi

govermument or a toreign nation with respect 1o his political actisities?™ 1 lave
no wlormation,” she answered, Nevertheless in ber affidavit she wrote that the
withheld information on this page “consists of detailed reporting from a senst-

tve and reliable CIA intelligence source concerming corlain activitios of lohn

Lermon and his affliation with a particular group.”

1Xn;na\]Achnzw,Schm‘lhv(ﬂﬁk\\hldflhwuy~8vvh!cx! niversity of Califonia
Pross, 19971, 30

| —
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Ty AKD INTERKATIONAL NEWS SERVICE
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FoLLOwW 4,5,
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SUBJECT: Foreign Support For Activities Planned to Disrupt
- . or Harass the Republican National Convention - .

. 1. There are only limited indications thus far of-
foreign efforts to inspire, support or take advantage of
sctivities designed to disrupt or barass the National
Convention of the Republican Party in San Diego, 21-23
August 1972, - - - . . . \ Co o

. 2. Some American pafticipants at the Soviet-controlled

Torld Assembly for Peace angd Independence of the Peoples of

Indochina, held 11-13 February 19
attempted vnsuccessfully te inclu
demonstrations to take place at t

72 4n Paris/Versailles,
de a’ call for intermational
he time of the Republican

National Convention. A representative of the San Diego - »
"~ Convention Cealition (SDCC), one of the domestic action o
groups targetling on the Republican Convention, requested
the American Delegations' Steering.-Cpmmittee at the World
Assembly to include a specific call for intermational
. support of activities against the Republican convention !
in their proposal to the Action Commission of the World *
Assembly, This request, hovever, was dropped as too .
divisive by the Steering Committee, despite initial indica- =
tions that the proposal would be taken to the floor of ’
sthe Assembly, . : . . -
3. John QENNON, a British subject, has provided . o
financial support te Project "YES", which in turn paid
~.the travel expenses to the World Assembly of = representa~
tive of leading antiwar activist Rennie DAVIS. (DAVIS® repre~
A GIA BEPORT  On February 23, 1972, the CIA distributed a meno deserib- Seﬂta'f;ive; is tentatively planning to a2ssist in preparations
; for disruptive actions at the Ban Diego Convention.) -
Froject “YES" 3is an adjunct to another [LENNON-supported pro-
Ject, the Election Year Strategy Information Center (EYSICY,
of which Rennie DAVIS is a key leader, which was set up to
according to CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator Larry R, Strawderny (%1r?gt New Lefr protest activities at the Republican
that the National Comvention. In Paris Rennie DAVIS® wTepresentative
v to the World Assembly met at least once with wfficials of .
the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnamg -

g

o
i

ing “Foreign Support for Activities Planned to Distupt or Harass the Repubh

can National Convention” (CIA-2} The CIA released the memao in its entirety,

Lennon fooms large in the CIAS report The first section re

- S 1 | T ON Sy gn Foe oo
“Soviet-Controlled World Assembly for Peace and hide pendence of the Pec

) : ) , . it is not known 3f the Republican National Cenvention was ° N
of Indochina™ was not asked to call for international demonstrations. The next discussed, g ' : X
-
’ . ; | . . . -
point is that John Lennorn, “a British subject.” has provided financial support to . R ‘ ]
Project “Yes,” which paid the travel expenses of “a representative” of Rennie - - - . - s . oo
Davis to an antiway meeting in Pars P . WM;“:""“W&MW'
' [ ( ; “hpprovod £or Baleass i (
i i ?
\ I pole o 4 SEP B8 Aniso
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Lﬁ-m STATES DEFARTMENT o £ Jric

Rennard Cordon Dawis, $8 & convictad dew

Gidstic OF the 50 called Conspiracy Seven

Frial, Ghicage, 1ilinois, in the pericd

Septemuer, 196@ through Februsry, 1970, in-

volving those persons esrlier indicted for

violstion of tha Federal AH{X—~510Y, S‘tatuté.
i :

Stewart Albert.
HRVIEOT EHAY ATOert was arresied on Apri A
1966 &t Berkeley, Californis along with other <
members of the Progresaive Labor Farty (PLP
while demonstraling in front of the Darkelsy

2

S

city HRll, - gsf
. 25 Y
¥e Lopor Party i 5_5
The PIF was founded in 1967 by 1 gaz
sxpalled from the Communist Party, USA, for 2g%
fellowing the Oniness communist iine, Ite -gg
objective & the estshlizhment of & militant E1 S
working clsas movement hased on Marmism- Elg
Leninism and Mac.Tse-tung thought . B3s
&z
sf Fed
€158, (& EXT. - - &
ms%:}\( ¥orx 1 A &, J.-?.’iv'f §
DATR fzvm - . @
. wlor
. A iy
e ¢'D,§. 7
i This document contains neither recommendstions tor /3/@
juSonelusions of the Federal Burssu of Investigation [FBI). It is

] the propevty of the FBI and is losned to your agency; 1t an
. W”‘s Fhatents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
el )

i NOLOSURE 1000~ &4 69T/ T

“FOLLOWING THE CHINESE COMMUNIST LINE™ 1 hie Now York PRI prepared

for distribution to other agencies a letterhead memonndun, dided March 16,

1972 deseribing Lennon's political plans (107 page 41 The finst paragraph
was originally withheld as national seenrits niclhigence souree tiformation. It
turned out to be a report that Lenmon was part oba group Iﬂﬁ‘m,sz; ‘1o coordi-

nate New Left movement activities during this clection sear”

1es b imcorrectly as assocated with

sive Labor Party (PLPY The maphication was clear Dermon was as

the Prog
soctating with Commmumsts. Although the Fird Amiendinent profected that kind
of association, Albert in fact was not associated with the PEP - rigid, doctis
ware organization opposed to the countercultnre and to the New Left, Albort

later deseribed his arrest at that PLP demonstiation s “avonthind indiseretion

Lro ED STATES DEPARTMENT oF © JLASRFIELYE
. REASON:
ECLASSIF

DERAL RUREAL GF INVESTICATION
New York, New York
March 16, 1972
coRTIIEER s
-~ AC"‘YT

«'hg LV

John Winston Lernon

or 1ﬂd‘\'*d\??’ {an;xix?{ 23‘, 1972i_ advised that a grouy

Jomveduess calling themselves, the Allamuchy ™ g
S 4 SO oALlamuchy Trikve, were
’Eieof{s“dan offic& in New York Cilty within the next ‘m»;o’w;;;i
3 gnd ”.2“;;3 ;\]h;;z Tr,‘;be, initielly were Rennard Cerdon Davi:’
W Stew A 1b - Inhe maln purpose of tr ' : .

coordinate New Left movement ivit ring this elecs

e eft mover cactivities during tnt lect
Year 1o culminate with demonstrat ) Revubiican vecs
8 inate wits menstrations at the Republican Natd

Lo ¢ ith h 28y can N
anveumcn in San Diege, Czlifornia durs 1072, kel

Renitarci Cordon Davis, 45 @ convicted de-
’{en“enz 0l the €0 called Conspiracy Seven <)
grml, Chicego, I1linols, in the period &

21, : iod :
eprenber, 1960 through February, 1970, {n. E:
volving those p r “fos
violation of th

”

*

arsons earlier indicted for
e Federal Anti{-Riot Statute

b2 Stewart A}
5 _ Y APril 2%, 1966 4 -
tevart Al U on G 3
l;"ibigsése\, LARTATORTE was srrestied on’/%;;il 1 ) o
1956 at Berk ifornis slong with other % &
embers of t €sive Labor Party (PLP)
n front of the Berkeley

~
&
o
I
£,
C

i}

o

3

City Hall.

Progresgive Isbor Party

Qg\;/

5 The PLP was founded < 2 n u
S feunded in 1662 vy inds b
% expelled from the Comn Vet vaase

maunist Farty, USA, for

11 n ; ) e st

-(vo fgt,?wiug tre Chinese communist line. Its

S ebjective 15 the establichment of a militant
§\dy ycrfi?g [ movemant based on Marxisme

Leninism and IvzaoJi‘se—tung thought,
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This document contains neither rec 3
2 ) T 1 15 neitl commendati
j:;ggcl\:siom of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It
- Mi %;9 cperty of the FBI &nd is loaned to your agenc%; 12 E
WAR %8 ntents are not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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